
 
 

Hawkesbury faces
$6 million lawsuit 

 
By Richard Mahoney 
HAWKESBURY – A St-Eustache businessman is asking the Ontario 
Attorney General to investigate his allegations that documents vital to a 
lawsuit he has launched against the town of Hawkesbury were 
improperly handled. 
 
“This is the Scandale de Hawkesbury,” Jean Jolicoeur told reporters 
Monday after he had earlier charged that the town had broken 
provincial law and its own policy by failing to retain municipal 
documents. During his address to council, Jolicoeur stated that a large 
number of records relating to his case could not be found, despite 
research by town staff. After the meeting, he told reporters that he had 
asked the province to investigate the situation, which he said was simi-
lar to the sponsorship scandal in Québec. 
 
Jolicdeur is suing over events that occurred in the early 1980s. He 
launched a lawsuit ten years ago, claiming that actions taken by the 
municipaIity caused him to lose a Main Street property. He is seeking 
about $6 million damages. 
 
Town council members did not respond to Jolicoeur's declaration and 
his question whether corrective measures had been taken. Municipal 
administrator Martin Bonhomme replied.that a policy for retention of 
papers does exist. But he would not comment any further, nothing that 
the matter was the subject of IegaI action. 
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Jolicoeur said he intends to start an 
Internet site on the dispute. 
 
His access to information request 
has gone to me-diation. “We are 
now at the investigation stage,” he 
said. 
 
“It is impossible that all these 
records could not be found,” 
Jolicoeur said. 
 
He maintains that although he had 
invested heavily in Hawkesbury, 
“There was a clique that did not 
want me to expand,” he stated. 
 
Jolicoeur recalled that in 1988, the 
town, in con-formity with the 
Ontario Municipal Act, adopted a 
resolution identifying do-cuments 
that had to be kept permanently, 

deter-mining a period for which 
documents had to be retained 
before being destroyed and establi-
shing a registry of des-troyed 
documents. But the registry of 
destroyed docu-ments had not 
been maintained for 15 years, he 
said. 
 
The large number of lost 
documents includes pa-pers that 
would justify actions of the town, 
said Jolicoeur. 
 
The town has known for a year that 
its practice has violated provincial 
law, Jolicoeur asserted. 
 
The Information and Privacy 
Commissioner of Ontario is dealing 
with Jolicoeur’s request for access 
to minutes of planning committee 
meetings.
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