
Council to discuss opening budget documents to public 
By Jean Sarrazin 

ALEXADRIA - One of the last 
items of business at North 
Glengarry's regular council 
meeting, Monday evening, was 
to receive a notice of motion 
from one of its councillors 
proposing that at its next 
meeting council pass a 
resolution authorizing the 
release of budget documents to 
the public, "before" it actually 
votes on the 2006 budget. 

The notice of motion, brought 
forward by Lochiel Councillor 
Wendy MacPherson, requests 
that once the township's budget 
deliberations are completed in 
March, that "the public have 
access to relevant documents 
and will be able to confirm that 
council has considered the 
disposition of their tax money in 
a fair and accountable manner." 
This would mean that the press 
and the public would have 
access to the same working 
papers that the members of 
council worked from during their 
budget deliberations, at least two 
weeks before the budget is 
voted on. MacPherson's motion 
follows new procedures laid 
down by township Chief 

Administrative Officer Vanessa 
Sutton back in October, requiring 
that advanced notice be given in 
the form of an agenda item 
called a "Notice of a proposed 
amendment to an existing by-law 
or policy" for any rnotions that 
would make major changes to 
rnunicipal policy. 

MacPherson's proposal specifies 
that township treasurer Annie 
Levac will receive "clear 
direction on what documents will 
be made available and which wili 
not" but adds that the 
advantages to passing the 
resolution is that the press and 
the public will have access to 
"accurate information." The new 
resolution would probably 
require that council rescind a 
previous motion on the issue, 
dated March 8, 2004 which 
established a policy "not to 
release any draft budget or 
working documents until 
approved by council." In a 
recorded vote, back in 2004 
MacPherson and Julie 
Akkermans along with Deputy 
Mayor William Hagen had voted 
against that resolution but it still 
passed four to three. Along with 
her notice of motion, 
MacPherson filed excerpts from 

the Ontario Municipal Act, Part 
IV which includes section 253 
entitled "Inspection of records - 
Subject to the Municipal 
Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, any 
person may, at all reasonable 
times, inspect any of the redords 
under the control of the clerk, 
including (b) minutes and 
proceedings of regular, special 
or committee meetings of the 
council whether the minutes and 
proceedings have been adopted 
or not." Budget meetings take 
place at the Island Park building 
March 7,8,15 and 22, from 9 
a.rn. to noon. All meetings are 
open to the public. 


