
 
 

Lost records: 
Town says it is cooperating but cannot locate certain minutes 

 
By Richard Mahoney 
 
HAWKESBURY - The town of Hawkesbury has refuted statements by St-Eustache businessman Jean 
Jolicoeur that the municipality mishandled municipal records that are key to a $6 million lawsuit he and 
his wife, Huguette, have launched against the town. 
 
At a press conference Monday, Mayor Jacques Hétu and chief administrative officer Martin Bonhomme 
asserted that the town has fully cooperated with the Jolicoeurs, who have filed several requests for 
information since they sued back in 1996. 
 
However, while about 500 pages of documents have been provided, municipal officials conceded that 
certain minutes of meetings held in 1991, 1992 and 1993 have not been found. 
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Stressing that there is no evidence that the papers 
in question were destroyed, chief administrative 
officer Martin Bonhomme allowed that "five or six 
documents" cannot be accounted for. 
 
"Further to the various requests made by the 
applicant, some minutes of the Planning Advisory 
Committee between October 22, 1991 and October 
12, 1993 could not be located," reads the town's 
press release. "The minutes were prepared by the 
Clerk's office up to November 1991. Subsequent to 
that, the Chief Administrative Officer in office at that 

time had modified the procedures and the minutes were no longer submitted to the Clerk's office. 
Furthermore, this file was under the sole management of the Chief Administrative Officer at the time up to 
his departure in July 1995 and the information does not appear to have been filed under the central 
registry system." 
 
Since 2000, all original minutes of meetings have been submitted to the clerk's office and filed within the 
central registry system, the release reads. 
 
Jean Jolicoeur, who attended the press conference, observed that current clerk Aline Parent has been 
very coopera-tive. But he questioned the town’s suggestion that the disappearance" of minutes could be 
associated with former CAO Jacques Turgeon, who quit in July, 1995. 
 
The town held the press conference after Jean Jolicoeur made his allegations public at the last regular 
council meeting, saying he had asked the Ontario Attorney General to investigate his allegations that 
documents had been improperly handled. 
 
"This is the Scandale de Hawkesbury," Jean Jolicoeur told reporters, relating that records relating to his 
case could not be found, despite research by town staff. He also alleged that some documents had been 
“falsified,” a claim refuted by municipal officials. 
 
The town says it is not aware of any investigation undertaken by the Attorney General or any provincial 
agency. 
 
The Jolicoeurs are suing over events that occurred in the early 1980s and 1990s, arguing that actions 
taken by the municipality resulted in them losing a Main Street property. 
 
Gerald Langlois, a lawyer acting on behalf of the town, has suggested in writing that Jean Jolicoeur 
continue his case within the "interior of the legal system and not the media." Jolicoeur said he will 
continue to present his arguments via Internet sites. 
 
In its release, the town states that the claim of approximately $5.1 million plus interest was filed May 13, 
1996 and was forwarded to the town's insurance company May 14, 1996. Since October 5, 2004, 
Jolicoeur sent 17 letters concerning requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act 
relating to the property at 352 Main St. West, taxes, by-laws, minutes, resolutions between 1986 and 
1996. The documents have been consulted by Jolicoeur on about ten occasions. 
 
“More than 500 copies of documents have been given to the applicant and he was not denied any 
document as these documents were either from his property file or public documents," the release states. 
 
The municipality contends it has respected the Freedom of Information Act. Jolicoeur's grievance has 
gone to arbitration. The question of reasonableness of search remains at issue in this appeal," the town's 
statement reads. 
 
Jolicoeur has said that the town has broken its own policy and the Ontario Municipal Code by failing to 
preserve certain documents. 
 
The Code makes no specific reference to a record of destroyed documents, the town said. But under the 
town policy adopted in 1988, the clerk had the authority to destroy any document in accordance with the 
by-law and make a record of all destroyed docurnents. In this case, the municipality has not located any 
record of the original copies of the minutes having been destroyed," the municipality said. 
 
“As for the allegations of falsification of documents by the municipality, no trace of falsified documents 
has been identified on file," the statement reads. 

Lawyer Gerry Langlois 


